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", B, Who Is Concerned in the Attempt to

:'5' .4 Undermine Gov. Taft?

e m:hln we get shadowy 'reports
from by way of Washington that
- the ocondition of Governor WILLIAM
m:» TAre's health may make it im-
for him to continue the splen-
.did work which he is doing in those
American islands for the good of the
) and the future of vur flag.
% t with these reports of the
_ Gowernor’s physical disability, and coin-
). _ciflent also with the departure of Gen.
i " LBONARD WooD for the Philippines on
4 Yanh extended tour, preliminary to his
' assumption of command in the military
. «department of Mindanao, we get from
" Washington in semi-official form a pecu-
liarly earnest denial of an alleged rumor
. that Woon's real mission is to supersede
TAF®; 800ner or later.
_ We say an alleged rumor, for ga far as
we are aware no distinct report that
"~ "Gen. WooD was to be Governor TAFT'S
«+ successor had previously found its way
' ' to the public. The alleged rumor goes
forth from Washington gstride of the |
denial iteelf. The form of the denial, as
phed yesterday on the reported
authority of the War Department, is
_such as to attract attention and excite
interest. The denial manages some-
* how to convey the impression that Gov-
ernor TAFT's state of health is so pre-
carjious that his resignation is imminent;
that it is not an astonishing thing that
people should be expecting to see the
“former = Military Governor of Cuba
Governor TAFT in supreme
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supposition is all natural enough,
but is not in accordance with the official
facts. * Gen. WooD,” says yesterday's
, “is not to become Governor
* of the Philippines as successor to Gover-
nor TAFT, even should the illness of the
latter cause his resignation.” The de-
spatch proceeds to emphasize the state-
ment that Gen. WooD goes out in a purely
military capacity.
Indeed, Gen. LEONARD WooD's last
i words before sailing from

pul
lﬂ'codn Saturday were devoted to a
similar attempt to prevent any mistaken

. idea of the magnitude of the responsibil-
ities awaiting him on the other side of
C"  the earth. “ I am going to the Philip-
A4E, pinhes,” he said, “simply as a soldier "—a
%8 | .declaration seemingly unnecessary un-
" Jems he felt that people were or might be
. 'sury at his assignment to a remote
" and subordinate ,military post so soon
. ' after- ocoupying the much more im-
__ portant administrative station which he
' " beld in Cuba.
i ., !The singularity of these protestations
» < is 'mot diminished by another circum-
, to which we shall refer.
months ago President RooOSE-
"generounsly urged upon Governor
& nomination to the Supreme Court
United States, to succeed Justice
The judicial office in question
y suited to the Governor's
m tastes and, as is generally un-
, it has long been the object
honorable ambition. Acceptance
would have provided him with hon-
and ocongenial employment on
_the highest Federal bench for the re-
mainder of his life. It would have re-
moved him from the dangers of a climate
already uttered its warning
him in a most intelligible way. He
come home from the Philip-
at that time with all the honor due
achievement unmatched in the
history, the successful organi-
American civil government ten
miles from Washington ;upon
of confidence among the
in the sincerity, the justice and
ty of American intentions
to them.
TArT resolved to let the
ty presented to him by Mr.
go by, and to stay at his post
Manila. H
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e did this for no other
than because he knew better than
man here that the work in“which
heart- and soul were enlisted was
yet complete. He must have known
the permanent success of the
t experiment committed to his
depended upen a continuity of
tion which was fast win-

the confidence and friendship of the”
elements. He must have fore-
clearly than could possibly

foreseen even at Washington,
| from the islands at that
wolild have been misinterpreted
the Filipinos and regarded as evi-
0 of a change of intentions and policy
“ gomoerning them on the part of the Gov-

b ot at Washington. In fact, no
" sooner did the report reach Manila that
b wad a possibility of Governor
48 departure than there was a great
lar demonstration at Manila call-
B g him to remain, a demand in
b 3 Tagalog element was con-
Six thousand Filipinos of all

parties and religious faiths
in begging him to stay, and peti-
“‘after petition, representing the
ngafly unatimous opinion of the natives,
‘went to Wuhi.nltnn in protest against

" Therefore Governor TAFT elected to
, against his own interests, and
polely in the interest of the work which
bécome a duty to him—the uplifting
the Filipinos into the ways of peace
toward sell-government. It was in
sense because the Governor regarded
.~ himself as indispensable or magnified
hi¢ lulMdu,l importance; but the key to
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the future was the fact that, in the Mminds
of the people whose welfare be was
charged, the ability and intent of Ameri-
can rule to bring good to the islands had
come to be represented ih a considerable
degree in his person and by his continued
presence among them. Another Gov-
ermor would have had to do much of the
work over again,

Itis no exaggeration to smy that seldom
has there been so unselfish a choice be-
tween difficult duty and attractive oppor-
tunity. There can be no doubt that a
nature like President RooSEVELT'S fully
understood and warnly appreciated the
nobility of Governor TAPr's decision to
remain in the Philippines.

We have dwelt upon this incident of
the last months of 1002 because that was
the time chosen for an attack upon Gov-
ernor TA¥T personally, upon the Philip-
pine Commission of which he is chief,
and upon the whole system of clivil gov-
ernment in the islands, by a writer who
had been close to Gen. LEONARD WoOD'S
person during the latter's service at
Santiago and at Havana, and one of the
principal newspaper promoters of his
reputation as a successful insular ad-
ministrator. ’

The author. of the remarkable book
called “ As It Is in the Philippines,” Ep-
OAR (7. BRLLAIRS, describes himself as
“ correspondent of the Associated Press,
Cuba, 1898-1900; China, 1900-1901; Philip-
pines, 1901-1002," a pe oovering five
years of stirring evenfs. He prefaces
his remarks upon conditions in the Phil-
ippines with this self-granted certificate
of his competency to observe accurately
and criticisé impartially: \

“As the chief correspondent of the Assoclated
Press In the Philippines, 1 was prabably in a better
position 1o get at the real facts as they existed In the
provinces than anybody else In the Archipelago:
better than the clvil authorities, for shey relied en-
tirely upon the local Governors; better than the
military authorities, as their repdrts were entirely
from army oficers.”

The book purports to state the “ real
facts as they existed in the Philippines *
in the first and second years of civil gov-
ernment there; and especially to record
the observer's judgment of the personal
qualifications of Governar TAFT and his
asbociates and the results of their sys-
tem of administration.

The oonclusions of Mr. Epcar G.
BELLAIRS are represented by him as
agreeing substantially with those of the
army men in the islands; for he dedicates
his book as follows:

“ To the
OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN
of the ;
UNITED STATES FORORS, VOLUNTEERS AND
REQULARS,
Who served in the Philippines, with the irm
conviction that the views of the
large majority
ARE EXPRESAED IN THIS VoLUMB."

Mr. BELLAIRS'S views, in short, are that
partly through inherent conditions and
partly on account of the shiftiness, insin-
cerity and lack of executive ability on the
part of Governor TAFT and his colleagues,
civil government is a dismal failure in
the Philippines; and that what the islands
need is an autocratic government run by
a military man of experience in similar
undertakings, He devotes 203 pages
to the demonstration of this proposition,
Of Governor Tarr individually he says
on page 14:

“ Anybody who has met Governor Tarr knows
him to be a amiling, courteous, sugve gentleman,
greetiag one with a cordlal handahake and cheery
words, making the caller think he 1s the one indi-
vidual that the Governor has been anxious 10 meet,
and one generally leaves his presence on very
good terms with oneself. * * * Governmor Tarr
is an able lawyer, but without the highest grade
of executive abllity; at least, If he has It, I$ has not
been developed In the Philippines. * * * Prom
a social polnt of view, the Governor fills the positioa
admirably, and the majority of Americans in the
Plullippines who have come In conta#t with him
admit that he Is a most agreeable man, even If his
promises or his sincerity are not certaln to be real.

“ Just as Governoi TAPT was about 10 leave for
America on the transportf and as the different people
who had come aboard to Bid him good-by were
leaving the ship, Governor TAPT shook hands with
& member of the Municipal Board and In his
cheery way wished him well and hoped to find him
in the sante position or a betier one when he re.
turned from the United States. Governor Tarr
himself, only iwo days before, had arranged with
Acting Governor WRIGHT that this man's resigna-
tion was to be asked for, and his succeasor had aj -
ready been app hed on the subjoct of accepting
a position.

“ A few weeks after the arrival of the author la
the Philippioes he recelived a letter from a news-
paper friead who urged him t0 be very careful in
dealing with Governor Tarr, for the writer had
seen letters in which TAPT had urged that Influence
be used to remove & certaln correspondent from
the Phllippines, as he was too young and had too
many friends among military men: while all the
time to the man in question he was.saying that
when the Ume came for bim to leave he did not
know what the Commission would do, and when
he did leave gave him a letter contalning the most
glowing tributes 10 his persopality and the work
he had done.”

The other members of the Commission
are rapidly sketched and thrown aside.
The Hon. LUuke E. WRIGHT “ did not
make an unqualified success of his ad-
ministration as acting Governor.” Com-
missioner MOSES was “a sort of fifth
wheel to the coach.” Commissioner IpE
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“is a man of very dignified personality,'

and from that point of view lends a
great deal of prestige to the Commis-
sion.” The Hon, DEAN WORCESTER * is
a character, and what he does not know
about*the vertebr® of a butterfly, the
habits of an ant or the bréeding of a
rooster is not worth knowing. He is
also an expert on automobiles.” Of
the Commission as a whole:

“ Attacks have been made at certaln times on the
honesty and lotegrily and even the morality of
some members of the Commission: but there seems
but little 10 base such charges upon: at all events
nobody has openly stated his opinion 1a a pablic
eourt. There s Nitle doudt that their honesty Is
irreproachable, but honesty and Incompetence do
not constitule & géod government, though proda-
bly a better one than would dishonesty and ability .~

We have given these specimens of Mr.

EDGAR G. BELLAIRS'S somewhat unfavor-

able judgment of Governor TAFT's per-
sonal sincerity, rectitude of policy and
executive ability, because the apparent
purpose of Lhe book is to educate Ameri-
can' opinion to the idea that what the
Philippines need most is the replacement
of the present Governor by a successor
thus described on page 21:

" Compare the government of the Philippine
Archipelago for twelve months by Gevernor Tary
and his assoclales with an equal length of time In

Cuba under Gen. Wogp. The difference 1o o4 great

3 PSRt

\c"nunuic of the United o y

~And again, in summing up, on page 245:

* Governor TAPE s ot the man \or the place.
It has always beon a mysiery to the author why
‘such a sucoessful form of government as was con-
dueted fa Cuba was not duplicated in the Philip-
pines. Surely, it was Impoasible that the reason
was that there was no man In the country willing
10 take the position the equal of Gen. WooD. Able
aa that gentleman Is, surely hls peer could have
beep found to do  similar work in the Philippine
Archipelago. Such a man as Govermor of the
Phillippines, nelther clvil nor militaty, but Governor
pure and gmpie, with a Filipino cabinet, on the same
lines a8 the one Gen. WoOD had In Cubs, would have
been infnltely more satisfactory to the natives,
and unquestionably more so to the Americans.

* The difference between TAPT and WooD is that
the former is & politigian and a * trimmer," while
the latter Is a diplomat and a stateaman, and It Is
10 be hoped that, in American luterests, such & man
a8 LeoNarp Woan will succeed TAPT la the Phillp-
pines, and such & government as was founded In
Cuba will succeed the present top -heavy organiza-
tion.”

The author of these observations was
QGen. Woon's friend and literary pro-
moter both at Santiago and at Havang.
He was one of the agents of the attack
ot Major-Gen. JoHN R. BROOKE which re-
sulted in his removal from the Govern-
orship, and thereby a vacancy to which
Gen. Woop was speedily assigned. He
went out to the Philippines, as we ynder-
stand, carrying personal letters of intro-
duction from Gen. WooD to high army
officers in the Archipelago. There seems
no doubt that he has served Gen. WooD
industriously.

But who is this principal agent of an
attempt to undérmine Governor Tarr's
reputation here in the United States, and
to prepare the people of the United States
to regard Gen. WooD as the right man to
govern the Philippines? Who is BEL-
LAIRS, the defamer of WiLLiaM H. TarT
and the eulogist of LEoNARD WoOD?

Municipal Ownership.

Philadelphfa tried “municipal owner-
ship " in gas making for street lighting
for forty-two years. It abandoned it
in 1807, when the annual loses was $150,000,
and leased ita plant and contracts to a
business corporation for a period of
thirty years, ending Dec. 31, 1027, the
ocompany agreeing to supply the city,
witheut charge, for public buildings,
street lamps and squares, with an addi-
tion of 300 street lamps each year, to
expend $5,000,000 for necessary altera-
tions and improvements, and to con-
tribute to the city treasury 10 cents for
every 1,000 cubic feetof gas sold. The
expenses for gas in Philadelphia under
municipal ownership were $2,000,000 in
1897—much more, relatively, than New
York is expending. Under municipal
ownership the payrolls carried a number
of sinecures for political workers, there
was no reserve fund for betterments and
renewals, the city's original investment
of several millions of dollgrs was return-
ing no interest and the gas furnished was
poor. - The abandonment of the “ plant,”
after its operation since 1855, was gener-
ally approved and there has been no
demand for a return %o the old system.
As a matter of fact, Philadelphia is now
considering a proposition to transfer its
water works to a private company.

In December, 1887, Chicago openedits
first municipal lighting station. It has
had municipal ownership for fifteen
years. In Chicago the cost for city illu-
mination is $400,000, less than $1 a head;
in New York the cost is more than $500,-
000, less per year than 8 a head. But
this does not measure thé whole differ-
ence. In New York “ plants " of gas
and electric companies which have large
real estate holdings are taxed. Where
the city owns the “ plant " it is, of course,
exempt, and the acquisition by purchase
of all the gas works in the GreaterNew
York would cost the city not only what it
paid for them directly, but an additional
amount in diminished taxes.

Another Hired Girls’' Unlon.

The hired girls of Pittsburg have fol-
lowed the example of their sisters in
Chicago and some other capitals of prog-
ress and formed a union for their com-
mon defence and general welfare. These
unions of hired girls are not subject to
that disease or mania of 80 many other
labor organizations. They use only peace-
ful means. If the cook strikes for higher
wages or privileges and her ultimatum
is rejected by her employer, she packs
up and leaves, shaking the dust of the
kitchen from her defiant feet.and march-
ing gayly to the intelligence office, where
she will probably get a better “ situa-
tion " withput any trouble. She doesn’t
lurk about the area door, armed with a
brick or a butcher knife, and intimidate
or injure her “ mcab " successor. She
doesn't have to, and she wouldn't if she
had to. Employers are many and ser-
vants few. Bervants, * maids " let us
say in the more delicate Chicago phrase,
can't help being proud; and “ matrons "
have to. be humble. So the evolution
of the hired girls' union can be watched
without quivering, save, perhaps, in the
pocket nerve.

In the matter of wages, these Pittsburg
unionista little or less to complain
of. They areé not grumbling about their
food or their lodging. The “ maid " is
better off in proportion than anybody
else and saves more money; or would,
were she less generous to her relatives.
But the mere fact of having nothing to
complain of is motive enough for com-
plaint. And the “ maids" do have
grievances. Their work never ceases.’
They demand “ regular * hours; and
how is the demand to be resisted? There
must be kitchen hours as well as office
hours, and the great principle of eight
hours a day is as applicable to women
as to men. As Madame MARGUERITE
CLINE used jo warble to the reverberant
heavens:

* I've worked eight hours 10-day,

And 1 think I've earned me pay,
And [ won't work another minute longer.”

The Pittsburg hired girls cry for fewer
hours in and more “ days out.” Why
not? Holidays are becoming more num-
erous. Legislators seem eager to make |
the world work less. As it improves, it |
will work less. Some believers in human
perfectibility hold that work will be abol-
ished ultimately if not sooner. Mean-
while let us have as many “ days off "
a8 we can. Domestic labor is generally

admitted $o be the most manotonous
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and , the Pittsburg maids are not
exorbitant. . They keeping step with
the march cvdum 3
Another in the Pittsburg plat-
form is a “ demand " that the employer
set apart a portion of the house for the

cmployers, especially if they live in little
houses or belong to the innumerable
host ©of dwellers in apartment’ houses,
“ flatters,” 80 to speak. * Where are
we going? " ask the “ flatters " with
pale lips. “We haven't got room enough
for ourselves. Will the hired girl turn
us out into the street?* Why not? We
have pondered this subject deeply for a
long time and think there is but one
course open to “ maid " and “ matron.”
The Pittsburg platform is mute as to the
means of satiafying the “ demand " for a
separate part of the house or flat, a re-
gion dedicated to the friends of the hired
girl or girls: On account ofthe idiotic
impenetrability of matter the problem
seems ‘ipsoluble, at least so far as flats
are concerned. But there is a way out
of the difficulty. The employer’'s family
must take a “ day out " every week.
The whole house or flat must be left in
charge of the hired girl. While the em-
ploying family ig in the house she cannot
have a feeling of independence or be sure
that her guests are wholly without a
sense of comstraint. Change of scene
and diet will do the employing family
good. It will be more appreciative of
home comforts when it comes back. For
its own good and the convenience of the
hired girl, it should take this “ day out ”
whether it wants to or not. Such an
outing is as necessary to one party as to
the other; and while the employer has the
outing, the maid will have her inning.

A “ day out " for the employer once a
week, and perhaps an additional after-
noon “ out " once or twice a month in

order to allow the hired girl to give an’

afternoon tea, will smooth the social
relations of the hired girl and employer,
and prevent friction.

The Mortgage Tax Bill.

The hearing on the Mortgage Tax bill
that occurred in Albany on Tuesday
proved that its backers were equipped
with no argument that could live for a
moment before the weighty condem-
nation heard from the representatives
of the important interests concerned.
Senator ALLDS, who had been put for-
ward to defend the bill, was silenced al-
most immediately. So utterly resource-
less and impotent was the defence that
we are constrained to believe that Sena-
tor PLATT spoke the truth yesterday
when in denying that there was anything
but harmony between himself and Gov-
ernor ODELL he said that the Governor
agreed with him fu'ly that the measure
in question was a bad bill.

The bill was brou zht forward originally
because Governor ODELL, although al-
ways a business man, has become a doc-
trinaire on the subject of taxation, and
for some inscritable reason has been
striken with an ambition to abolish the
directtax. His prejudice for that theory
has led him to adopt a measure which,
instead of simplifying taxation here,
would add enormously to its complica-
tions and difficulties, and hence isa first-
class measure to lay away.

Motor Blcyclists to the Front.

The Scovel Automobile law pasaed
recently in New Jersey places motor
bicyclists, who are bacoming numerous
in these parts, in a somewhat ludicrous
predicament. The first section of this
law is:

“ Whenever the term ‘motor vehiecle ' |s used In
this act it shall be construed to Include aulomobiles,
locomobtles and all other vehicles propelled other-
wise than by muscular power, excepling the cars
of eleciric and steam rallways and other motor
vehicles running only upon ralls or tracks: but
nothing In this act contained shall be construed to
apply to or affect bicycles, tricycles or such other
vehicles as are propelled exclusively by muscular
pedal power.”

The motor bicycle, althaugh provided
with pedals, is not propelled “exclusively”
by muscle; hence it is, clearly, subject to
the Scovel law. This means that every
motor cyclist who runs his machine in
New Jersey, whether he is a resident of
that State or not, must make the neces-
sary declaration as to the precise “ char-
acter " of his vehicle and his ability to
operate it, and pay $1 to the Secretary of
State for a certificate of license; must
display the number of this license con-
spicuously in “ numerals not less than
three inches in height" upon the rear of
his machine; must carry at night two large
white lights visible at least 200 feet ahead
and one red light visibie from behind;
must display his license number on each
of the white lights; must comply with
the law as regards “ efficient brakes " and
signal devices; must stop his machine
and “‘remain stationary " upon signal
from the driver of a horse or horses com-
ing toward him until the horse or horses
have passed, and must also obey all the
law's requirementa as to speed, as if his
machine weighed 3,000 pounds and cost
$10,000,

For failure jo obtain a license or to
comply with other requirements of the
law a motor cyclist may be fined from
$10 to $100 or imprisoned in the county
jail for a period not exceeding ten, twenty
and thirty days, as the case may be.

While the motor cyclists have slept
the lawmakers of New.Jersey have been
busy, and, perhaps, hasty. It remains
to be seen what the motor cyclists will do
about it.

The recent loss of the navy tug Leyden on
the coast of Block Island was the occasion of
several acts of heroism and pluck oy the part
of the crew, which the Navy Department,
on the recommendation of Rear Admiral
TavLor, Chief 2f the Bureau of Navigation,
intends to recognize. MicHAEL WaLsh,
chief machinist, stayed in the engine room
until the water was waist deep, drawing the
fires and opening the bleeders, or release
cocks, thus preventing the boilers from ex-
ploding, and to him a medal of honor will
be given. P. TEYrTaNp, Quartermaster,
attempted to got a line ashore, as did L.
BTUPKa, gunner, and E. H. BiorkMan,
ordinary seaman, and they will receive
medals of honor. F. Jouxson, boiler-
maker, and L. STERNBERGER, who got lines
up from the flooded berth deck and tried
to get them ashore, are to receive letters of
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We have bad * panio * years and * boom "
years in our financial circles, but 1908 prom-
ises to be remembered chiefly as the *

is not & mere luxury but a *neceesity.”
Sound law this, and yet from anothe
point of view a newspaper, such as Tum
Bun for example, is the most delightful of
luxuries.

Shamrock II1.'s second day out strengthens
the impression that she is really good. It
will be a grand race.

The effort to get streets cut through the
American League grounds at 168th street is
plainly & strike upon the new baseball enter-
prise, and a foul strike. The petitioners
should be declared * out,” and the League
nine be permitted to have its innings
without further trouble.

Pound for pound, young Mr. .TERENCE
McGOvERN may have been a shade better
than young Mr. COrRBETT, but, unforiunate-
ly for TERRY, there were about five pounds
more of CORBETT. They decided the battle.
ComrBETT demonstrated at the same time
that a cool head is always a dangerous an-
tagonist for a hot fist.

————

The Irish and ‘‘ MoFadden's Fiats.”

To Tar Evitor or TR Bux-—-Sir: Kindly
permit me a word on the Stage Irishman, It
is but clouding the issue to refer to the mimi-
cry of various nationalities indulged in by
some of our versatile artists in the variety
theatres No body of Irishmen would think
of objecting to these more or dess good-
natured and harmless “sketches,” even if
the impersonation of the Irishman is more
extravagant than that of the others, as it gen-
erally is. It is simply not true to say that the
German or Jew or any other is caricatured so
persistently and to the same outrageous ex-
tent as the Irishman. 1 could mention off-
hand a dozen “plays” of the present time, be-
sides the one which caused the trouble on
Friday night, devoted wholly or largely to
gross misrepresentation of the characte: of
that race. I do not think any can be pointed
out consisting entirely or mainly of carica-
tures of any other race. The general use of
the term “SBtage Irishman” sustains these
statements. There is nothing heard of the
“Stage Englishman® or “Stage Itallan "

These productions present the Irish gen-
erally not only as little like human beings in
appearanos as possible, but as bestial in char-
acter and habits. The pseudo humor is sim-
ply idiocy, and the “hrogue” is ag false as the
other features, and |s absurd. Not content
with gross caricatures of the men, thess abom-
inations resort to slanderous misrepresenta-
tion of Irish women. They are outrageous
insults to Avery Irishman who cherishea prid
of race, o honors his countrywomen, an
who desires that his family wiﬁ not he wantin
in that foundation of ch-nﬂo". self-resp: ot

be said that Irish people n not go
ich harbor these productions,
not avail mu?h. as the hideous
lithographs npmon every fence and wall

This stagoe-Iri man business originated
in England with the deliberate design of mis-
foprnen'lng and ridiculing the Irish people,
or ohvious reasons. These uctions were
very popular there, In the early part of the last
century lmluly, but they are not so now.
The Uni States enjoys an unenviahle isola-
tion in this respect do not think, however,
as  your ocorrespondent, “Irish-Awerican,
seeams to intimate, that the “American public'’
requires that low and vulgar insults to a race,
which constitutes an important factor in ite
own make-up, nrv-J up tinuously as
a tid-bit for its amusement.
for such it is, against these

the niovement,

insults will go on, and what hnwo

at San_ Francisco, F gfield, Mass., Water-

bury, New York hiladelphis, will happen

Eifhin the 'potiey a5d “vegotsble 'Japies
splay,

which the latter two ;fcou "gnv in.*” o

As to the law of the case, it frequently ha

ns that persons, while keeping within t 13
etter of the law, incite ation of it, an
it i3 8o with the fugo i ann MADAgers
All the statutes in the jted States could
not enforoe the undoubted right of “Uncle
Tom's Cabin” to y in certain parts of the
South, nor would the law books and police
of Canada guarantee the right of the “Nathan
Hale"” oommy.? osnnnu- unmolested its
recently attempted and abando tour of that
countrv. Besides, there are effective ways of
protesting against the n ,  which In
my opinion & test of the law would sustain,
by vocal .T? not missile demonstration In
any event, | believe the welght of right and
ethies is on the side even of a lawless protest
in this case (f the evil will not down otherwise

‘Tis true, the protest comes late. But cen-
turies of slavery leave their mark upon a peo-
ple, and they have upon ours. One or two of
{nur correspendenta upon this subject have he-
rayed that. In the eral wreck of the

national life, the race almost its own lan-
guage, its traditions, knowledge of its own
history, and conssquently its self-respect

So astute an observer as THE SUN cannot fail
to note the change, however, which has re.
cently ooeur The Gaelic mavement is a
pl{ﬂ)olollod one, and not merely philoloxi-
cal or antiquarian.  Not the least among (18
manifestations (s tﬁe return of self-respect,
national and individual L\

To TRE EpITOR OF TRE BuN--Sir: In answer
to“A lLoyal Irishwoman, " I would atrongly sue-
gesat the withdrawal of the word “Loyal,” and
in future that she substitute the word "Royal”
tmstead (as that word is so applicable to a
certain body of Irishmen who are hirelings of
the Rritish Government), for loyalty, in her
case, is a thing of the past.

How a woman in this “enlightened age"
with any sense of decency or morality can
visit a playhouse and see her "own” colintry-
womenr held up to ridicule, represented as the
vilest, lowest, mcst degraded people on the
fhce of Cod's earth to-day, i= a profound
mystery to me, and will remain so

I have been raised in Ireland and I've never
seen an Irishman yet with “green whiskers, ”
nor have I seen them sleeping in the same
room “with a -

hame on.

or our Ancient O
can't prevent this shameful
Irishmen and women and the calumny to
which we are nightly subjected All honor
to n;am when they can! Success to them,
ever
particular nlomg to

Evidently this *Loyal Iriskwoman” has no
children eor own. Heaven pity the poor
croatures, with such a misvuided mother,
if she has any!

Would she, willingly, have innocent minds

¥ of our Clan-ne-Gaels
er of Hibernians, if they
rirayal of our

ocorrupted, pure s defiled, by allowing
them to enter a where drunkenness,
combined with {mmorality, forms a distin-

guishing rmfn of those midnight orgies
Yex:  “A loval Irishwoman,” to quietly

look on such a soene, when our
Clan-pa-Gaels have justly endeavored to
ut t wret o shame. She mes
orwa ly & “takes up the amnl‘
on their alf, giving vent to her doamlln
ignorance, and airing it slso In the colunins
of THE BUx. How could she to malign

those men who have courave to uphold our
honor, the honor oLlrv-llnd'n wo ?
No matter how vile and pllllmm soul is,
I hope she will in future he content with gossip
'u;n;ou hc'-r o"ll "l;or‘nl lrl'n;'hwodmrn' ll'tm‘;:
y are few), use the columps of su
a paper unn‘ﬂ‘i-r'??. EMC

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN—Sir: Being an
eyewitness of the moat disgraceful getions
of the Irish rowdies who almost created a
panic at the theatre where an Irish farce was
performed, | must admit I was surprised
there were not lives lost. If this is what my
countrymen ocall a good causs all I can say
:;"mul ‘l:wr are ml-}a'lhon ”!;lo .nr] Irish

zen approve of the
(I g st el et o
a sands o -
with their children— ! .';""{ mg'n'.':.'.'z'
mnr have been nnﬁ to d:n h at the
actions of a few ho ed who dis-
grace the Irish n«-.A o 1
NEW Yonx, March 81_001! RISK CrTIeeN,

To TRE Epiton or THE BUx—Sir: Your
correrpondent, “T. 1, M_." says the sensitive-
m-:hor the ""{‘..“’?‘.'..'3'" race (s ta
mushroom growth o Ay or yest A
He is right. X T

Fluellen--Captaln Maemorris, I think, .
under your t«o%on. there Is not l::u;”:: ),:u"r

ariot In a

nation -
. M natio
nativnt WHAVTIR o' aationt - Wao tafks of iy

sh & villat, s
STascal - Henry V., Act 8. Seens 3 o & nave, aad
NEW Yonk, April 1.

n any event, !

!
|

81y, they are the rowdies she has |

THE MORTGAGE TAX BILL.

Praciical Objections Based eu & Minuie
Examination of &f.

To rax EDI1ToR or Taw SuN—8ir: The ad-
vocates of the Mortgage Tax bijl say this act
will reach the lender of money and take from
him the tax. Notso. The man who borrows
will pay, so this will put an additional tax on
the man whose necessities require him to bor-
row. It will be done this way. Ninety per
cent, of existing mortgages are due or can
be called. They will be called and new mort-
gages executed for a higher rate of interest by
one half of one per cent. where the mortgage is
Jess than 8 per cent, If at @ per cent., Which is
the rule regarding farm lands, the mortgage
will be called and the farmer will be called
upon to pay the charges of the lender’s lawyer

for preparing an agreement of extension of

the mortgage for one year or for a new mort-
gage for one year. In these charges will be
included the Btate tax. This will be repeated
each year, casting upon the borrower each
year the additional expense of lawyers and
recording fees,

Attention is called to the onerous duties
put upon holders of mortgages by this act,
and the great expense. The mortgage holders
must first examine the “list” or send a careful
lawyer who will have to stand in line for hours,
u‘mnht? but % official list, before he can

ormation .
peiies 3, carshlly Beepared appes) must be
abpears, and many such will be found, a8 the

?“pl?em. and many suc)

amount of principal of all mortgages must
be entered on the list, no matter w tJ‘y'
ments have been made on account of prin: .
All (l)wnara of lands upon“vtr.hlct:ogmvc'
MOrtgages appear must petition a
marked obaoﬁ:u, If the holder not do
in person he must sign a power of attorney to
some trusty person to sign for him and pay for
this, If the morigagee given the mort-
uge or a satisfaction piece of the morinﬁ:
and the State tax has not been paid, the mo
'llor can then pay the taxes, record his satis-
action piece and sue the mortllf!' for the
tax, interest at 10 per oelﬁ; costs of attorneys
and counsel fees and all expenses,

This provision, section 308, will stop the
great majority of persons who I(nvest gn
mortgages from so doing. It is simply
vicious. The ,ownt estimate of the ea-
pense which this aet will gut upon the hold-
ers of mortgaees is $25. otice the require-
ments re{lrdlnl appeals to AJbany' Ex-
acting in the ex})fnlﬂ and requiring pe
examinations of the list, the record and the
mortgages by careful persons, necessarily
lawyers, all fo be paid for. It is wrong in
principlefor the State to single out any spe-
cifie form of security to tax. If four mils is
exacted, why not a larger -mougl each year?

Mortgagees who are not in the city must
deposit there all pn‘pern with lawyers to at-
tend to everything for them, as these papers
must be produced under section 301.

The worst feature of this bill is the cer-
tainty that the owner of land will get into
disputes with the State Board of Tax Cowmn-
missioners, and until they are settled he
cannot get his mortgage ratisfled of record,
taking weeks to settle, necessitatin® the ser-
vices of a lawyer and the often possible loss
of a sale of his “ropnty.

No debts of the mortzagee can be offset
against this mortgage debt,

What nice guestions will arise under see-
tion 202 when the morteage covers real and
senonul property? The State must first

etermine the value of the rsonalty, as

that cannot be taxed under the law. How
will the State do this? By more petitions
and delays and 3: ense ch section in-
curs expense an elay

This act is not workable. It doubles ex-

nses and makes dificult and dangerous
he inwestment in mortgages lttsgmpu-
cries dealings in real property an 8 AN~
other heavy burden to that already heavily
taxed specles of property, real estate. is
JouN H. Jupas.

bill should not pass
Now York, March 31.

Dutechman Would Be German.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Speaking
of Germany being covetous to take Denmark
4nd Holland, 1, as a Hollander, am in favor of
being annexed to a mighty neighbor like
Germany, for sooner or later we in Holland
will have to go in with Germany, like all Ger-
man States have done since 1806, and they are
better off. Jacos DE BauiIN.

NEW Yorx, March 3.

——t—y
“Thanking You In Advance.”

To tak Fpitor or THE SuN—8ir:  Allow
me to protest through your columns against
the impertinent, indolent and generally inept
custom of finishing a note of request with
the words “thanking you in advance. ”

You can't thank a man for a favor you are
not sure he will grant, ou have no right
to assume that he will grant it until you have
heard from him. And you have no business
to ask it if you can't take time to write a
second note to acknowledee it. If you thank
a man in advance, why shouldn’t you ask him
to return stamp for the letter you have writ-
ten? INGRATUS.

; The American Bey.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; I think] am
safc ln saying that "H. M. M.." who writes In to-
day’s SUN of Lthe American boy, was never an Amer]-
can boy himself. “Boys will be boys.,” and there
1s ng necd to adopt more stringent measures with
them than are ordinarily employed with them now.

I deny that a viclous boy Invariably makes a
vicious man: aboy Is by pature vicious, which can-
not be sald of men. The local authority, says “H.
M. M.." sympathizes with the boy, remembering
his own boyish pranks. Therefore he who was once
“viclous” himself now occuples a Judicial position;
he did not “make a viclous man.” J.E 8

A Taxpayer on Clity Pemslons.

TO TRE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: In disapprov-
ing of bad bliis In the Legislature | falled to see Tar
SU¥N Include the Pension for City Employees After
Tweaty five Years' Service. Most of these sinecurists
were appointed through polities—very few passing
an examination. They all praise elvil service rules
now that they are in, but always damn them when
they are out of office. They are all overpald, very
few being able to earn laborers’ wages when they
frt out of oMce. These positions are so desirable

hat thousands apply for a few vac es. Hours. »

to 4 and 12 o'clock on Saturday, with full pay for all
holidays, conventions, sickness, &c. Wn should
1 as a property owner and taxpayer support these
men? Lel them support the ves.

1 will be one of a coumittee 10 1o go the Albany
Legislature If a dclegation of property owners
should go to oppose this selfish measure. This
bill may become & law, as many of our legislators
geenrmuy wind u{: in a sinecure after they cease 10

statesmen. his last reason may causethe
members of the Legislature to pass this bill. A
pension would be very nice afier twenly five years
of warming a chalr. Another thing, taxpayers, a
very Inr‘r corruption fund could be raised to pass
this bill If necessary, Every sinecurist in the city
would contribute,

1 trust this will be published so our taxpayers
can see what may cost them considerable.

NEW YOrK, March 25 J. H. LEONRAUSER.

-—

PFajamas and Journalism.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Mr. Hamlin
Russell did not tell the real reason why pajamas are
of value 10 the reporter. In the nightshirt days men
were reluctant to get out of bed 10 answer & late
interviewer, or else wasted his valuable time while
they put on clothes. Now when a man has a fancy

outfit of pajamas, and especlally stlk amas, he
does not hesitate w Jump out of an play his
gaudy nighties 1o the reporter In the hall, the library

or the reception room.

Pajamas are a factor of suoccess in mi: ht In-
terviewing. That Is my experience; but | have
always regarded It as Indelicale to work them into
the resultant siory HARRIMAC.

NEWAKK, N. J., March 30,

To the Shadfsh,

Oh Shad,
1t Is too bad
That you are not bullt on the plan
Of the banan’,
The pitiess gem
Of Pomona’s fruitful diadem.
By gead,
Shad,
1f you didn’'t have any more bones
Than the banana has seed,
To feed
On your felieltous fishiness would
Be such an eostatic good
Thing, that all mankind,
Would go it blind,
And so stuff and stuff and stuft
And stuff and stuff
And stuft
Himself with you before he had enough
That he would bust
Wide apsn
And scatler his fragments all around.
Say,
Perhaps you are not bullt that way
;:ll o prevent

ch an accident,
Because, really, shad,
It would be wreichedly bad
Form for a wholr tablefu! of guests
To explode before they had got
Any further along with the dinner .
Than the fsh,
Wouldn's it?
However, bones or no bones,
We want tosay
We are glad to have you
Any way;
You're the boss of the briny,
The king everywhere,
The Bonaparte |
O1f the bl of fare. .
Sea? Wik

[ NEWS OF JAPAN.

Oppedtie> Triumph at the General Flee
ton-+~Thw “amine in the Northeast,

Toxto, March ¥.~The general election
which took place a week ugv in consequence
of the dissolution of the popular branch of
the Legislature last December has resulted
in & decisive victory for the Opposition
parties. Of the latter there are two, the
Constitutionalists (Seiyu-kai) and the Pro-
gressives (Shimpo-fo), the former led by
Marquis Ito and the latter by Count Okuma.
Estimates differ as to the exact strength of
these parties in the new House of Repre-
sentatives, but the most reliable in my
opinion is that which adcords 103 to the
Constitutionalists and 86 to the Progreasives.
The total number of seate in the House being
876, it will be observed that the Constitu-
tionalists alone command an absolute ma-
jority of 10, which will be increased to 182
in case the two parties combine together
as they did in the last seasion.

In any case it is evident that the Cabinet
has suffered a orushing defeat in its appeal
to the country over the question of the
ways and means for the proposed increase
of the navy. It may be remembered that
in the last winter session of the Imperial
Diet, a collision was precipitated between
the Cabinet and the majority in the lower
house as to the source whenoe funds
should be provided for the new naval
scheme involving an expenditure of alittle
over 100,000,000 yen in ten years. The
Government propo.odkt:“ provide th: re-
quired money by mal permanent an
extra taxation on land originally voted for a
period of five years, which is to expire in
less than twelve montlis from now. This
met with a strong opposition from the par--
ties named above, which insisted that the
new naval scheme should be financed partly
by the postponement of some of the numer-
ous public works, but principally by reforms
in the administrative and financial systams
of the country. As to the necessity of in-
creasing the navy, there was a perfect
unanimity of opinion in the Diet, the only
point at issue being the ways and means.
In opposing the Government's proposal to
perpetuate the increased land tax the Oppo-
sition never contended that the burden was
too heavy for the farmers. They admitted
that the lattes were perfectly oapable o

ying even more. But they argued, and

pa:
with justice, that it would be the
I believe § oy s

height of folly to get b
oom be y proourod by a policy of
economy.

B Xdr votes at the gon-rl.l election
tuﬂt’ooncluded. the peo have

ted their preference for the -
Opposition
once that the Min
step out of office and
whom the country has
trust. Buch, indeed, is
Bl that drd?hbw'i!rl.ﬁuho wn htoﬂhomt
su

situation. It has'to be remembered that

State
Emperor and not to the Diet. The
now in power pens to be
the most part of men holding

vernment. Some of them were
t in their attitude a few weeks
they openly tened to disso!
of tatives any number timen
until t get what they mblott'ammr -eemma'
however, & more Teasonsa
to pmnﬁ in Cabinet circles, and
entertained that, in reco
clearly expressed wish
the Ministers will
thus afford a

)

Besides politios, the question now occupy-
inga ‘oofged of attention is the famine in
th portion of the main island
where the crop of rice was in

almost nil on account of the
inclement weather of last summer
autumn.

What I want to say about this famine,
and what has attracted widespread,notice
and grateful admiration among the Japa-
nese people, was the ?mmpc and hearty
manner in which the fo conmmunity
in this country has nded to the call of
charity. The bubscription list opened by the
leading members of the 1ord1n soclety at
Yokohama has been rapidly filled with sub-
stantial sums, and their example has been
- n.ln‘:d‘“ °mx \~ ¢ - whlo'l:
eing ya y sum of money

is being very judiciously disbursed among
the needy by a special delegate sent by the
trustees of the fund. The foreign nts
have indeed been so prompt in taking the
matter up that thev have even anticipated
the Japanese public. The latter, whose
apparent indifference until some time ago
has been matter of some comment, has aleo
'lkﬁ} upto thob.ndm|ol t'l: case, .t:eo-(ll?.
scoriptions are nning pour o
oﬁ'lo‘:n of many of the leadine journals here,
headed by the Jiji and the Nichi Nichi. The
conspicuous part taken the foreign
public of Japan in t work of suc-
oor is producing a most excellent impression
among the Japanese. M. ZuvMoro.

Disastrous Sham Battie in China.

From the Japan Weeklv Mail.

In the middle of last month Viceroy Chang
Chih-tung held a grand review of all the
modern drifled forces in the Yangtse prov-
Inces, together with the Nanyang and a part
of the Pelyang naval squadrons  As a mili-
tary Ans naval display the affalr, though
comparatively petty in dimensions, appears

ave been successful.  But its nﬂ:cu upon
the population of the district were disastrous
What happened is thus described by a corre-
spondent of the NortA China Dailn News:

1t was a sham battle, but to the natives ocoupying
the country to the east and south of the forts and
batile lines It was a very scrious affalr.  Absolute
panic seized the whole population.

A map of the whole section was specially made
by the Vieeroy's men, occupying many days before
the review took place. The map-makers indus-
triously spread the report that Chang Kung -pao had
asked for 400,000 tacls from Gen. LI, and beea re.
fused. Therefore, he was coming with all his forces
to thrash Li and his army. Soldiers were arriving
from about the 10th In Increasing numbers up to the
14th iInstant. The night of Friday, the 15th, the Vice-
roy arrived. The saluting that took place on his
arrival was the beginning of a fearful struggle to
the Ignorant farmers. By Saturday morniag the
price of rice In the city had fallen 500 cash per
plcul—in the country In many places, as much as
2,000 cash per pieul. By 4 P. M. In a large soction
of country It waa half price as compared with two
days before. Chickens, pigs and cows were being
offered In the same way, but fortunately for the
people there were few buyers.

So great was the papic that sulcide was resorted
to. Further, It Is reported, many children were
drowned In order 1o get rid of them and allow their
parents to run the faster. Sunday morning your
correspondent rode ten miles through deserted
villages and country hamlets. There was scarcely
one in a hundred of the ordinary population left
The soldiers \n the line added to the panlo by re.
peated declarations Lhat there was 1o he a batile
and they would use real buliets. The sick, In
many cases, were deserted: and In many others
exposure aggravatled the diseases with the worst
results.

e no
of Japan,
many places

The 1Nk

To tax Epiror oF Tue SUx—Sir:  Referring
10 the letter in T SUN of the 20th lnst, “Worrles
of the National Guard.” and signed “A Non-Com .*
in which he states that, “In the Thirteenth a warrant
officer has 10 be a veritable prizefghter,” &o., |
reply and siate thal the accuaation

1o baolately Tolsc, a

and request the writer to verify
his statement. 1| have becn a “Non Com.” of the
Thirteen

for two years and have never found It
necessary to enforoe commands by prisering

- writerof the article, which Is probably Inspired

by & dislike of the Thirteenth & rapld advancement

to &e front, evidently has not the coursge of his

convictons, por bellef In the truth of them, or he

would nol be 8o (we ulll.rul ‘l'f) |ll|1:d u‘lo 'gl‘o\
own pame and sign himself & “Non-Com.

ol - C. W. Verrom,

3 oJ-CQ-.’ of the Thireenid.

AN
Nww Yoax, March
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